
It is well with my soul:
Wills that keep the peace

Giving to God and Family
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 Take care of those you 
love in a fair way

 Demonstrate through 
your last Testament 
(Testimony) your faith

 Acknowledge and return 
the “talent” God 
entrusted to you

Goals of an Adventist Will



Ellen White’s Will



How Much Should I Give?

Child 1

Child 2

Church



 Parable of the 
Labourers

 Family Relief Act

 Gifts during life

Equal or Fair?



 My children will be 
upset

 The Church will not 
use the gift as I wish

 There won’t be 
enough for my family 
if I give to the Church

Fears about Giving 
to the Church in a Will



Minimize Potential 
for Hurt Feelings

 Use Conference resources and talk to 
the Director of Planned Giving

 Keep your will up-to-date

 Include a Statement of Faith in your 
will  and involve a child in drafting the 
statement

 Let your children know that they are 
very important and have been 
included in your will, which reflects 
what you value 



Share Benefits of Naming 
Conference as Beneficiary

 Tax benefits to estate – Shift $ from 
Government to God

 Potentially, more available to family

 Opportunity to make a larger gift to 
God’s work than could in life 

 Demonstrate and perpetuate your 
values



The Church’s Duty as a Beneficiary
All gifts are to be treated as sacred. They are gifts to the Lord.

 No waste

 Used only for purpose 
spelled out in the will 

 Specific ministry, project, or 
church

 As Conference sees fit or 
where most needed

 Entire gift may be 
restricted, or only part of it 
restricted as to use



Replacing & Growing 
Gifts to God

 Planning ahead can increase what 
you return to God without 
significantly decreasing what is 
given to family

 Let a child, trusted friend, or 
financial advisor know 

 Your values 

 The tool(s) you are using to 
increase the overall value of 
your estate and gift to the 
Church



Other Planned Giving Tools
to Minimize Conflict

 Residual Interest in Home or other real estate

 Charitable Remainder Trust 

 Designate Conference as beneficiary - Life Insurance, RRSP/RRIF

 Charitable Gift Annuity

Consider making your major gift to the Church outside your Will



Will Organization Checklist
Things you should put in a Will:

 An Executor (who will administer your 
estate, take care of business details)

 Guardian for your children under age 18 

 Consider all classes of Beneficiaries to be 
included (ex.: children, a specific charity)* 

 How much each individual, club, charity, 
etc. is to receive (percentage or fraction 
terms are best)

 Distribution of chattels where direct 
conveyance is important(ex: mineral 
rights)

 Alternate Beneficiary(s), who benefit if 
someone in the first group of 
Beneficiaries is not alive 

 If responsible for adult or minor children, 
a trust or other provision for 
maintenance  

Things better put in a letter 

stored with the Will:

 Individuals that you would like to see 
get specific personal effects

 Funeral and burial preferences, 
service order and participants, grave 
plot location

 List of assets and their location (ex.: 
RRSPs, shares, bank accounts, life 
insurance, mineral rights, valuable 
collections, etc.)

 Contact information for your 
accountant



Other 21st C Estate 
Documents

 Power of Attorney

 Personal Directive



Digital Estate

Alb
er

ta
 C
on

fe
re

nc
e



For more information
On Wills and how to combine your personal

values and charitable goals…
Contact

Lynn McDowell, CSPG, LLB

Alberta Conference of the SDA Church
5816 Highway 2A, Lacombe AB T4L 2G5

403-342-5044
lmcdowell@albertaadventist.ca


